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United States since 2013.39 In terms of a rate, 4.5 per 100,000 persons were murdered in the 
United States during 2014.40

Gender, Race, Hispanic Origin, and Murder
No crime, including murder, is distributed randomly throughout the population. Rather, 

particular personal characteristics are associated with higher rates of murder. Among victims 
for whom age was known, boys and men are murdered at greater rates and in higher numbers 
than girls and women: In 2014, 77.3% of murder victims were male, and 22.4% were female 
(0.3% were of unknown gender).41 Whites are murdered at lower rates, though in higher 
numbers, than blacks. Fewer than half of all murder victims in 2014 (45.1%) were white, 
51.0% were black, and 2.6% were some other race. In total among those with known ages, 
17.7% of murder victims were Hispanic, and 64.1% were not (Table 2.2).42

Murder tends to involve particular incident characteristics. FBI data for 2014 show that 
the majority of murders are committed by an acquaintance43 and by offenders with firearms44 
(primarily handguns). Furthermore, an examination of victim and offender race indicates 
that murder is primarily intraracial.45 In addition to being victims at higher rates, boys and 
men are most frequently the offenders46 (Table 2.3).

Nonfatal Violence
The NCVS shows clearly that nonfatal violence continues to be low compared with its 

peak in the early 1990s (Figure 2.5). This decline is found across crime types and victimiza-
tion characteristics. Estimates from 2014 NCVS data indicate that 20.1 per 1,000 persons age 
12 and older were victims of nonfatal violence (rape, sexual assault, robbery, aggravated and 
simple assault; Table 2.4).47 This rate represents an 11.1% drop in the 2011 rate of 22.6 vic-
timizations per 1,000.48 Evidence shows that simple assault is the most common form of vio-
lent crime in the United States (Table 2.4). Simple assaults are characterized by no or minor 
injuries and do not involve weapons. In 2014, more than 3.3 million simple assaults took 
place, which corresponds to a rate of 12.4 simple assaults per 1,000 persons.49 This represents 
a 19.5% decrease from the rate of 15.4 in 2011.

In contrast, rape and sexual assault as currently measured in the NCVS is the least com-
mon form of nonfatal violence. Like other forms of violence, rates of rape and sexual assault 
have primarily declined over the past decade. In 2014, the rate of rape and sexual assault was 
1.1 per 1,000 persons. This rate is equal to the 2013 victimization rate.50

The NCVS estimates that robbery is slightly more common than rape and sexual assault 
in the United States. In 2014, there were 2.5 robberies per 1,000 persons, which is statistically 
equal to the 2013 rate of 2.4 per 1,000.51 Finally, aggravated assault is the second most com-
mon form of nonfatal violence measured by the NCVS, as more than 1 million aggravated 

Table 2.2  n  Murder: Race, Hispanic Origin, and Gender of Victims in the United States, SHR Data, 2014

Gender Race Hispanic Origin

Total Male Female Unknown White

Black or 
African 

American Othera Unknown
Hispanic 
or Latino

Not 
Hispanic 
or Latino Unknown

Total 11,961 9,246 2,681 34 5,397 6,095 309 160 1,871 6,764 1,913

Percentage 
distribution

100.0 77.3 22.4 0.3 45.1 51.0 2.6 1.3 17.7 64.1 18.1

Source: Federal Bureau of Investigation, adapted from “Expanded Homicide Data Table 2,” Crime in the United States 2014.

aIncludes American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, and Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander.




